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Subject Aims 

• Use language as a vehicle for thought, creativity, reflection, learning, self-expression, analysis and social interaction 
• Develop the skills involved in listening, speaking, reading, writing, viewing and presenting in a variety of contexts 
• Develop critical, creative and personal approaches to studying and analyzing literary and non-literary texts 
• Engage with text from different historical periods and a variety of cultures 
• Explore and analyze aspects of personal, host and other cultures through literary and non-literary texts 
• Explore language through a variety of media and modes 
• Develop a lifelong interest in reading 
• Apply linguistic and literary concepts and skills in a variety of authentic contexts 

 
Keys to Class 

• College Preparation: This is a text and writing-focused course intended to prepare students for college-level 
literature and composition courses. In 10th and 11th grade, students take UW in the High School courses for potential 
UW credit. In 11th and 12th grade, students take I.B. DP Literature and Language courses, leading to DP exams, 
which are also recognized for advanced standing and college credit. 

• Literary Analysis: Students read classic texts and compose thorough literary analyses that include other disciplines 
like philosophy and psychology. They build skills in formulating academic arguments supported with evidence. 

• Critical Analysis: Students also engage in analysis of the media and texts that exist in the world around them, 
including propaganda, news media, social media and more. They use this information to compose texts that 
comment on and reflect the world around them. 

• Vocabulary and Mechanics: Students study Latin and Greek root-based vocabulary and English mechanics in short 
blocks weekly, including application-based assessments. They also begin practice for the English and writing 
sections of the SAT and ACT. 

 
  



Objective Criterion 

Objective A: Analyzing 
Students develop skills in analyzing texts, their components and 
relationships with other texts. They establish skills in academic 
argumentation and supporting ideas with examples and 
evidence. 

Objective B: Organizing 
Students develop the ability to organize their ideas and opinions 
in a variety of forms for a variety of purposes. They learn MLA 
formatting and the importance of accurate referencing. 

Objective C: Producing Text 
Students develop skills in producing original written and spoken 
text, demonstrating creativity and exploring multiple 
perspectives. 

Objective D: Using Language 
Students develop skills in effective communication, meaning the 
appropriate use of accurate and varied language for the 
context and intention. They establish a secure foundation in 
English conventions. 

 
Content Brief 

Semester 1 Semester 2 
Personal Philosophy & Short Stories 
Students read and write their own “personal philosophy.” 
They also study a wide variety of classic short stories, 
including authors like Chopin, Marquez, Bradbury and 
more. They explore how different writing styles can 
creatively communicate themes. 
 
The Odyssey, Homer 
Students study an ancient classic and explore the idea 
of a “hero.” They read a contemporary translation (the 
first by a woman) and immerse themselves in the great 
journey of Odysseus. They explore how contexts 
influence our definitions of heroes. 
 
A Small Place, Kincaid 
Students read a non-fiction account of tourism’s effect 
on Antigua. They do their own investigation into 
sustainable tourism today and its effects on local and 
native communities and peoples. 

Romeo & Juliet, Shakespeare 
Students study relationships, including the psychology and 
sociology of healthy relationships. They’ll critique the portrayal 
of relationships in Romeo & Juliet as well as in popular media. 
 
Lord of the Flies, Golding 
Students consider human nature and its portrayal in Lord of the 
Flies. They’ll assume the role of researchers and study the text as 
a case study of human interaction when all of society’s rules 
fade away. 
 
The Metamorphosis, Kafka 
The Death of Ivan Ilyich, Tolstoy 
Students consider the things that constitute a satisfied human 
life. They’ll weigh the significance of social relationships, 
material objects and the other things we consider meaningful.  

 


